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Dear Nr. Cunningham: 

Fire Marshall William LeGault's attached report on the removal of 
the burled gasoline tanks from the Ferndale Laboratory property Is the 
best Asc r i p t i on available because he followed the operation more closely 
than 4tf(yone else did. As you know, the tanks were removed because 
Mr. Lefiault encouraged us to do so. 

I have stapled In photographs of the tank areas as I promised. 
There are also three loose photographs taken In the woods during our 
studbr I n Ap r i l , 1984. 

Note that the description in the report of the recovery of the two 
l i t t l e aluminum borohydrlde cylinders In 1984 seems to me to Indicate to 
the re ider a more hazardous operation than that actually was. Aluminum 
boro^jpidrlde releases hydrogen as I t decomposes, and we just broke the 
valve ©f f of the cylinder remotely to le t the hydrogen escape. Hydrogen 
burns spontaneously, and sometimes with a sharp report, but 1t does not 
t r u l y detonate on release. 

This report shows there w i l l not be any future contamination 
problems from the fuel tanks and completes th is facet of the study. I 
w i l l telephone you next week to review what additional Information w i l l 
be needed to complete th is Investigation. 

Very t ru ly yours. 
A 

C. E. Colvin 

CEC: 
Atta 

cc: 

nts 

H. C. Bach 
• L E. Park 


